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Introduction

IELTS Summary
IELTS Listening skills

1 Getting ready to listen
1 Understanding the context
2 Using the correct spelling
3 Writing numbers

2 Following a conversation
1 Identilving the speakers
2 Tdentifying [unciion
3 Understanding categories

3 Recognising paraphrase
1 Identifying distractors
2 Recognising paraphrase
3 Selecting from a list

4 Places and directions
1 Describing a place
2 Following direciions
3 Labelling a map

5 Listening for actions and processes
1 Understanding mechanical parts
2 Describing an action or process
3 Describing a process

6 Attitude and opinion
1 [dentifying attitudes and opinions
2 Persuading and suggesting
3 Reaching a decision

7 Following a lecture or talk
1 identifving main ideas
2 Understanding how ideas are connecied
3 Understanding an explanation

8 Contrasting ideas
1 Signposting words
2 Comparing and contrasting ideas
3 Using notes o follow a talk
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IELTS Reading skills

1 Reading strategies
1 Using the leatures of a Reading
passage
2 Skimming a passage and speed reading
3 Global understanding

2 Descriptive passages
1 Seanning for detail
2 Using words [rom the passage
3 Nowes!/flow-chart/diagram completion

3 Understanding the main ideas
I ldentifying the main idea
2 Understanding the main points
3 Identifying information in a passage

4 Locating and matching information
1 Jdentifying types of information
2 Locating and matching information
3 How ideas are connected

5 Discursive passages
1 Discursive passages
2 Identifving theories and opinions
3 Marching features

& Multiple-choice questions
1 Understanding longer pieces of text
2 Different types of multiple choice
3 ldentitying a writer's purpose

7 Opinions and attitudes
1 Argumentative texis
2 Identilyving the writer's views/claims
3 ldentilying grammatical features

8 General Training Reading
1 The General Training Reading paper
2 Dealing with multiple texts
3 Understanding work-related texts
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@ Contents

IELTS Writing

1 Academic Writing Task 1 -
Describing a chart, table or graph
1 Understanding graphs, tables and charis
2 More complex charts
3 Ilmproving your Task Achievement score

2 Academic Writing Task 1 — Comparing
and contrasting graphs and tables
1 Avpiding repetition
2 Comparing and contrasting dala
3 Grammatical Accuracy - describing
numbersand fgoures accurately

3 Academic Writing Task 1 -
Describing diagrams
I Understanding a diagram
2 Describing a process - cohereénce
and cohesion
3 Lexical Resource — being accurate

4 Academic Writing Task 1 —
Describing maps
1 Describing a map
2 Dpescribing changes in a place
3 Grammatical Accuracy

5 General Training Writing Task 1 -
A letter
1 Understanding the task
2 Improving your score
3 Checking and correcting

6 writing Task 2 - Getting ready to write
1 Understanding the task
2 Planning and organising your ideas
3 Getting started — writing an
introduction

7 Writing Task 2 — Expressing your
ideas clearly
1 Linking ideas — cohesion
2 Lexical Resource - avoiding repetition
3 Expressing a personal view

8 wWriting Task 2 - Checking and
correcting
1 Developing your ideas clearly
2 Grammalical Accuracy
3 Assessing your language
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IELTS Speaking

1 The Speaking Test - Part 1
1 Getting ready 1o speak
2 part 1 - talling about famillar topics
3 Using the right tense — Grammatical
Range and Accuracy

2 Part2- Givinga talk
1 Understanding the task
2 [mproving Fluency and Coherence
3 Organising vour notes and your talk

3 Part 3 — Talking about abstract topics
1 Talking about abstract topics
2 Agreecing and disagrecing
3 Imiproving vour Lexical Resource score

4 Checking, correcting and assessing
I Dealing with problems
2 Pronunciation, intonation and 'chunking’
3 Assessing yoursell and improving
VLD sCore

Practice Tests

Practice Test |
Practice Test 2
Practice Test 3
Praciice Tesy 4
Practice Test 5
Praciice Test 6
Practice Test 7
Ceneral Training Test
Practice Test 8
General Training Test

Recording Scripts
Answer Key

Sample Answer Sheets
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1 The Speaking Test — Part 1

In this unit you will practise:

* getting ready to speak * using the correct tense

= talking about familiar topics * Grammatical Range and
Accuracy

1 Getting ready to speak

The test has three different parts (Part 1, Part 2 and Parl 3) and the
examiner will use a script. This helps to make sure that the Speaking
tests all follow the same pattern.

e

Complete part of the examiner’s script below.

Can you tell me your 1 s i , pleasa?
Thank you. And What 2 . i i i e oo 7
ANd can you tell ME 3 s eeeeeeeesesserees s T
Canlseeyourd ..., please?

Thank you, OK, that's fine.
Now, in this first part, 1'd K 10 88K YOU'D i st sssisbisis oo 58 ot bt

= = Y| = T

1.2 what do you need to bring to the Speaking test? Test Tip Make good
eve contact with the
1.3 Watch again and this time, focus on Sanem, the candidate. As you examiner from the
watch, answer the questions below. momernt you enter the

room, and answer in a
palite and friendly way.
Your body language s
an important part of
she often looks down and avoids looking at the examiner. communicating.

1 Choose the best adjectives 1o describe Sanem: shy, anxious,
friendly, tense, calm, abrupt, confident.

2 Which TWO descriptions below (A=E) apply 1o Sanem?

She makes good cyve contact with the examiner.
Her body language shows she is listening carefully,
Her body language shows liow nervous she is.

The way she is sitting makes her seem a little rude.

mon W
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Speaking skills

The Speaking test is a formal situation, so it is important to use
appropriate body language.

1.4 Putatick () or a cross (X) to show which of these would be

Test Tip Make sure
appropriate in the Speaking test.

you arrive early for vaur

A chewing gum because it helps you to stay calm test, so that you are not
B drinking from a bottle of water hurrying and have time
C checking your mobile phone to relax. If possible, visit
D using vour moebile phone o lime your interview the test centre before
E wearing jeans and a T-shirt the day of your test,

F asking the examiner your score at the end of the test 5o that you are familiar
G shrugging your shoulders to show you don’t know or understand with where you nead

H asking to leave the room for a moment during the test o ga.

1.5 1If you can, video yoursell being interviewed and think about
your own body language. Are there any things you can improve?

2 Part 1 - talking about familiar topics

Part | will last for approximately five minutes. The examiner will ask
you about familiar topics such as vour lamily, or likes and dislikes.

2.7 Look at the questions below on the topic of home, and think
about how you would answer them.

Let's talk about where you live.

» What do you like most about your home town/city? [Why?]

* |s your home town/city a popular place for tourists to visit?
[WhyWhy not?]

+ Do you think your home town/city has changed much in
recent years? [Why/Why not?]

2.2 At the end of each question, there are follow-up questions in
brackets. Why do you think the examiner sometimes uses them?

Test Tip The Speaking
test should be a natural

2.3 |_P*'|:'id_eu.2| Watch a candidate called Emanuele answering the conversation. If you
questions. As you listen, decide which statement below applies try 10 give a prepared
to Emanuele’s answers. speech, the examiner
A His answers are a little too short — the examiner needs to ask will interrupt you and

follow-up questions. ask youa different
B He is clearly giving a prepared speech. guestion,

C He answers naturally and fully.
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Speaking skills

2.4 Practise by answering the questions below. Record yourself if
possible. Don’t use any notes or learn a prepared answer.

+ What food is typical of your home country? [Why do you think that is7]

+ Are there any special festivals or celebrations in your town/city?
[Can you tell me about that?]

* What advice would you give to a visitor to your town/city? [Why?]

2.5 Listen back to your answers. Did you answer the questions fully?
Would an examiner need to have used the questions in brackets?

3 Using the right tense — Grammatical Range
and Accuracy

Your examiner will use four different criteria to assess your speaking
level. One of these is Grammatical Range and Accuracy. To achieve

a high score in this criterion, you need to use a range of tenses and
structures accurately, In Part 1 of the Speaking test, you will be asked
questions about two or three familiar topics. The questions will
feature a variely of tenses.

3.1 | P video3 Watch a candidate called Saida answering questions
about writing and music. As you listen, complete the examiner’s
guestions below. You may need to walch more than once.

1 What different 1ypes 3
2 Do you prefer ?
3 Do you write ¥
4 Do you like to i
5 Let'stalk about ?

2.2 What tense should you use to answer each question? Listen
again to see if Saida showed a range of tenses.

3.3 Look at these extracts from Saida’s answers. Three of them
contain a grammatical error. Find the mistakes and correct them,

1 Iprefer to email

2 If you send a letter by yoursell, it means you are very
appreciate this person,

3 It depends on the situation. For example, tor my studies, |
prefer o type on a compuler, but [or my essays, I prefer o
write by hand.

4 1 think less, because technology nowadays are really go [ast.

Not actually,

6 I listen to music because it gives me encrgy.

W
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Test Tip ts important
to listen carefully 1o the
examiner's guestions
so that you can answer
in the correct ténse.
When answering yes/
no guestions, itis
impartant to answer
the guestion and then
give reasons for your
answer. Don't simply
answer Yes ar No.




Here are some other familiar topics that you may be asked abour.

s computers ¢ reading « Jood
* hobbies » studying = music

3.4 Try to say one sentence about your past, present and future
experiences of each of the topics above. Pay attention to tenses.

Study Tip Spoken language is different to written language, and you
may make mare grammatical mistakes when you are speaking becauss
thera is less thinking time. Try recording yourself as you give the answers
to the questions in these units. Then, write aut your answers 1o see the
type of mistakes you are making.

3.5 Think about how you would answer these questions,

1 Do vou like to read the newspaper? [Why/Why not?]

2 Did you enjoy studyving when you [irst staried school? [Why!
Why not?]

3 Would vou like 10 do any further study? [Why/Why not?]

Dey you often go out at the weekends?

s

5 Have you always liked the same kind of music? [Why/Why not?|

3.6 Which of the answers in the box can be used with questions 1-5?

Mot really. Yes, | do. Mo, | didn't. Mo, | haven't
Yes, | have Yes, thera s Mo, there aren't.
Yas, | would. Me | wouldnt. Yas, | did, Mo, | don't.

The answers in the box are-a good start, but yvou need to give more
detail and explain yvour answer.,

3.7 |Lh-'lg.l'id_eu4| Watch Emanuele giving full answers to the following

guestions aboul music. As you listen, make a note of the
information that he gives, and the different tenses that he uses.
Correct any mistakes you hear.

1 Let’s talk about music. How often do you listen to music?
2 Why?
3 So, do you prefer to buy CDs or download music from the

intermnet?
4 Have you always liked the same kind of music?

5 Andis there a musical instrument that you would like to learn

1y play?

3.8 Answer each of the questions in 3.5 and 3.7 for yoursell using an

appropriate answer from the box. Give specific details.

Speaking skills
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2 Part 2 — Giving a talk

In this unit you will practise:

* understanding the task < improving your Fluency and Coherence

* keeping going = grganising your notes and your talk

1 Understanding the task

In Part 2 of the Speaking test, you will be asked to talk abour a specific
topic. The examiner will give you a booklet showing your question, and
the ideas you need to talk about. You will have time 1o make notes first.

1.1 P video5 wartch the video and answer the following questions.

How long should you speak for?

How long will vou have to make notes?
Will you need to bring paper and a pen?
Can you write on the bookletr?

How will vou know when to stop alking?

W W B e

There are four instructions on your booklet telling you what to talk
about. It is important to address each one. You will usually be asked to
choose a person, place, time or thing and explain why you chose them.
Also, you may be asked to describe one or two specific examples and
talk about your own feelings or reactions.

1.2 Look at the task that Emanuele was given.

Describe a time when you helped someone.
You should say:
who you helped and why
how you helped this person
what the result was
and explain how you felt about helping this person.

Before your talk, you will be given extra paper to make notes on. You
need to make sure your notes cover each of the points listed. Writing
down the key words in the task will help you to organise your thoughts
and ideas.

1.2 Fill in the notes below using key words from 1.2,

Notes: a time when [ helped someone
* Who I helped * How = Howl3

v 1 =2
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Speaking skills

1.4 L__P‘nﬁdeu& Check your answers Lo 1.3, set a timer and watch Test Tip As you talk,
Emanuele giving his talk. As you listen, make notes on what you should only look
he says about each of the points in the task. at your notes briefly,

Don't read directly

1.5 How long did Emanuele speak for? Look at the notes you made from your notes.
from Emanuele’s talk. What would you add to make his talk longer? Motice how each of the

candidates in the videos

1.6 |ﬂaﬁ Some candidates run out of ideas after only one minute. keeps E??' contact with
Watch Saida‘s response. How does the examiner help? the examiner.

If you run out of ideas after only one minute, you can

« look quickly at vour notes.

« look at the question again (did you miss any details our?).
« refer back to an earlier point in your talk and add more.

* keep talking while you think.

1.7 The words in the box are useful 1o help you keep talking.
Complete phrases 1-6 with a suitable word from the hox.
You may use any of the phrases more than once.

add mentioned said described as
else fargot

1 [ said earlier ...

2 At the beginning |

3 ldon't think I've

4 Now, what can I say?

5 I'djust like to something about ...

6 One thing | to mention ...

1.8 P‘Vi!hﬂ} watch Sanem completing the task in 1.2, Does she cover
all of the points in the task?

1.9 |i“ﬁfggjj Watch Sanem and Emanuele, talking at the end of Part
2. Write down the question the examiner asks.

Test Tip If you run

1 Sanem’s rounding-ofl guestion: # out of ideas after one
minute, give yourselt a
fresh start by looking at
your notes of leoking at
the task in the booklet
again.

2  Emanuele's rounding-off question: #

1.710 1 is important to answer all of the questions fully. Watch again
and make a note of how the candidates extend their answer.
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2 Improving Fluency and Coherence

Two of the criteria your examiner will use 1o assess vour speaking
are Coherence and Fluency. Coherence means how easy it is for the
listener to follow and understand your ideas. Just as in wriling, your
notes can help you to organise and link vour ideas in a logical way.

2.1 [P video 10| Watch Melanie giving her talk. As vou listen, look
back at the task in 1.2.

1 How does Melanie begin her talk?
2 Fill in the blanks in Melanie's first sentences.

You a time when |

To that aim,

Aniseto,

3 Mow does she use the information in the question 1o help
organise her ideas?

One way of linking your ideas is by using words and phrases like after
that, becawse of this, but, also, etc. We also connect ideas using pronouns.

2.2 Below there are some examples of good coherence from
Melanie’s talk. The words and phrases she uses to connect her
ideas are in bold. Complete extracts 1-8 with endings A-H.

| decided to take English lessons.

| helped him

| could help him a little,

he couldn't speak English at all,

it wasn't ]usi for him, It was also far me.
it wasn't @ good thing,

he was very friendly.

I've chosen to talk about Aniseto,

TOTMOoOA®E

I Youasked me to describe a time when 1 helped someone.

To that aim ...

I went to visil my ancle just as a tourist bt thes ...

I met a Venezuelan boy and ...

I'm not very good at English bur ...

So, that's i1, that's how ...

| wanted 1o do that because ...

I could pracise my English foo, so ...

Some people say that s#ow he has a French accent, so maybe ...

00 =1 & W R W

2.3 Waich again to check your answers.
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2.4 1t is important to use a variety of language. Do you think
Melanie uses a variety of connecting words and phrases or does
she repeat the same ones?

2.5 Melanie also connects her ideas using pronouns. Look again at
the sentence endings A-H and highlight all of the pronouns.

Fluency refers to the speed of your delivery and how hesitant you are.
Candidates who are hesitant often say er ... a lot

2.6 | P video 11 | Watch Saida‘s talk and think about coherence and

fAuency.

1 What words and phrases does Saida use to link her ideas?
2  What other conneeting words could Saida have used?

3 Does she use pronouns?

4 Does Saida Lalk fluently, or is she quite hesitant?

3 Organising your notes and your talk

Making notes can help you to plan yvour ideas and to give you a fresh
start during your talk. Your notes will help vou to

» starl yvou thinking about the topic.

» grganise your ideas (improve your coherence).

» keep going during your talk (improve your fluency).

3.1 Read this Part 2 task and look at two different candidates’ notes.

Describe a person who has been an important influence in your life.
You should say
who this person is and how long you have known him or her
why you chose this person
how this person has influenced your life
and explain how you feel about him or her,

Candidate 1

Who and how long? clder brother / 36 years old [ a lawysr/
lives in America / not see often / known him allmy life

Why | chose him when young had problems at: school / lzarning
aifficulties { his dream - to be a lawyer / failed many times / finally
succesded

How he has influenced my life taught me to kasp going /
have a clear goal / don't give up {last year: Hailed important test /
disappointed but didn't give up / trying again soon

My feelings grateful / admiration / proud

Speaking skills

Test Tip When you
are making your nates,
try not to write too
much. [t is impartant
1o use this time to
think and note down
ideas ar words, but you
alst need Lo be able

to quickly look at your
notes during your talk
and easily find your
next idea. Try to find a
way that helps you do
this (e.g. arganise your
ideas clockwise an your
page, rather than in a
random order).
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Candidate 2

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5
3.6

144

1 How long? Known
her all my life

Feelings—love. ~~______— My Grandmother — 2
respect, admiration;

sometimes worry!

3  Influence — calm, taught
me to read & write, to work
hard, about my culture

Think about your own notes.
1 When you make notes, do you write them

A inoalist?
B scattered randomly on the page?
C inamind map or diagram?

2 Do you write

A single words?
B long phrases?
C whale sentences?

3 Try 1o decide which style of notes would be most helpful [or
yvou during the exam.

Use the two sets of notes in 3.1 1o give a talk about the different
people. Use all of the details, and time yourself. Concentrate on
connecting your ideas and use the ideas below to help yvou.

s T've decided to ralk about .,

o I've known him/her ...

# | chose him/her because ...

I think sfhe has influenced my life by ...
When 1 think of him/her, I feel ...

Choose the style of notes you feel most comfortable with and
write detailed notes about a person who has influenced you.
Then, give a talk about him or her. Make sure you time yoursell.
Record or video yourself if possible.

Were your notes helptul? Did you write too much or not enough?

Answer the rounding-off question below. Try to expand on your
answers in the same way as Sanem and Emanuele did.

* Who do you think has the most influence in your life: yvour
family or vour [riends? Why?

Why? Looked after
me when young —
parents warking





